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Several different major brands are available, all with different nomenclature.  The needle is 
the most expensive component of suture.  It is composed of three parts: the shank, the body 
and the point.  Needles are available in different arc shapes, with the 3/8 circle being the 
most common for skin surgery.  The body can be round or flattened to allow for firm 
grasping with needle holders.  Several needle-point shapes are available.  The most common 
needle-point shape in dermatologic surgery is the triangular-shaped “cutting” needle.  This 
shape allows for easy passage through tissue.  Conventional cutting needles have the sharp 
cutting surface on the inside arc of the needle.  This may allow tearing of the suture through 
the wound edge during placement.  Reverse cutting needles have the sharp cutting surface 
on the outside arc of the needle, minimizing the risk of tearing through the wound edges 
during suture placement.  The more the needle is honed, the sharper it is and the more 
expensive it becomes. 
 

Typical Nomenclature 
- The number (i.e. 5-0) designates the needle size with the larger number 

corresponding to the smallest size 
- For Ethicon (see chart), the precision point needles (good for facial repair) are 

either P or PS: the P stands for “plastic”, the PS for “plastic Skin” and PC for 
“precision cosmetic” (the finest and most expensive) 

- For Ethicon, FS stands for “for skin” and is the least sharp and least expensive.  It is 
adequate for skin surgery on the trunk and extremities 

 

Pearls 
- Use the smallest needle/suture unit that will provide adequate tensile strength 

- Hold with needle holder 1/5 to 2/3 of the way down the body 

- Larger needles are usually needed to avoid bending the needle on thick dermis (i.e. back) 

- I prefer reverse cutting needles 

- I prefer P or PS needles for face and FS or P needles for trunk and extremities 

- See recommended needle and suture sizes for different body sites below 
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